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demanded information; and such is really very often the case.
Its mountains, once the fastnesses of robbers and assassins, are
at the present day equally or even more formidable as the strong-
hold of fanatics who consider every one save themselves an in-
fidel or a heretic, and who regard the slaughter of an infidel or a
heretic as a duty, at least a merit In addition to this general
cause of anticipating a worse than cold reception in Nejed, wars
and bloodshed, aggression and tyranny, have heightened the
original antipathy of the surrounding population into special
and definite resentment for wrongs received, perhaps inflicted,
till Nejed has become for all but her born sons doubly danger-
ous, and doubly hateful. Hence, not to speak of mere foreigners,
Arabs themselves, of whatever race or persuasion, Mahometans
or otherwise, inhabitants of Shomer or townsmen of Mecca,
from Djowf to Yemen, are very little disposed to venture on the
plateaus of Toweyk or to thread Wadi Haneefah, without some
strong reason, and under particularly favourable or really urgent
circumstances.

But atthis time some other superaddeddifficulties complicated
the question, and rendered our researches more and more sterile.
The war now raging, the siege and its accompanying ravages,
though nominally directed against 'Oneyzah alone, were in reality
against the province at large, which had throughout either openly
or at least in feeling espoused the cause of the injured town.
Bereydah itself, in spite of the presence of Mohanna and his
numerous satellites, in spite of the Wahhabee force encamped
under its very walls, could hardly be kept from revolt. Every
heart and every tongue was enlisted against Feysul and in favour
of Zamil, rejoicing in his successes, sympathizing in his reverses.
All this was of course no secret to the Nejdean governor and
his associates, nor could they be ignorant of the deputations
in search of assistance sent now to Mecca and now to Djebel
Shomer, and that not only by Zamil and the garrison of 'Oney-
zah, but even by the inhabitants of Rass, of Henakeeyah, and
of Bereydah itself. Hence the natives of Kaseem, who were
never in odour of sanctity among the Nejdean Wahhabees, now
positively, to borrow a scriptural phrase, " did stink among the
inhabitants of the land," as the worst of infidels and abettors
of infidels, and they for their part were less desirous than ever
of crossing the eastern frontier of their province.